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“It is such a great
blessing to be born as
a human being and we
would turn this
blessing into a curse if
we do not stamp our
presence on this

planet. I want to play
my part in creating the
next generation. 1
want to play my part in
the renaissance of our
culture and tradition.”
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Though Murali went on to do his
PUC from PSG College and B.Sc.
Mathematics from CBM College,
his mind was never with academics.
His inclination was always towards
tasting and innovating food items.
The taste and aroma of foods
always magnetised Murali. All his
time away from school and college
was spent in 'Sri Krishna Bhavan'.

Speaking about his relationship
with his mother, Murali said,
“When [ was a school boy, on one of
my birthdays, I had a beeda with
my friends for the first time.
Noticing that my tongue was red,
my mother said, 'l am proud of you
my boy. Next, you will be drawn to
those white paper rolls and after that
those coloured bottles. Go on...
but when you take up the white
paper rolls, be sure, I will not be
alive to see it. I cannot control you
but I can give up my life for you.'
That was the first and the last
beeda to have touched my tongue.
I have been spotlessly clean ever
since.”

He further added, “Even after I
became a so-called business
success, whenever 1 used to feel
stressed in Chennai, I would rush to
Coimbatore to just lie down on my
mother's lap. She would run her
fingers through my hair and just
say, 'God is with you. We are with
you. I would then return to
Chennai with the confidence to take
the world head on. If'this existence
is 'Love' then the essence of this
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existence is a 'Mother'.

When asked about his father,
Murali's face softened with
expressions of gratitude. He said,

“Parents are divine manifestations.
My father was more than just a
father to me. He was also my boss,
guru, friend, mentor and role model.
Without my father, I would have

“The Vedas say, let
good come to us from
all directions; but I
believe that good
should also go from us
in all directions. 1
believe in the
percolation of good.
The moment I come to
know of something
good, I ensure that at
least another 1000
people come to know
of it. God gives you
only for you to pass it
on. I don't believe in
just material giving
but I believe in giving
of myself. That is why
you will see me as an
integral part of all the
projects we sponsor or
get associated with.”

been a non-entity. He was a
visionary and a man of
uncompromising principles. With
the launch of 'Sri Krishna Sweets' in
1972, he changed the way sweets
were retailed forever. His work was
his belief, his worship, his devotion
and his breath. Clarity was his

FROZEN TFOUGHDY @ April 2003

power - he always knew what he
was doing and why he was doing it.
He would analyse everything in
depth. He always believed that
what you speak comes from your
mind but what you write comes
from your heart. So he used to
always take everything in writing,
including people's confession of
their mistakes. He would
repeatedly say, 'If you want more,
ask God; but never betray the trust
of your customers'. He would
always explain the struggles he had
to undergo in life to earn every
single rupee before giving it to us so
as to make us understand the value
of money. Most importantly, he
taught us that the struggles we
might have to go through in
building our business should have
no bearing on our happiness. He
showed us by the way he lived that
happiness is beyond materialism.
He was alegend among men.”

Murali added, “I also owe a lot to
my brother Krishnan. I imbibed
discipline, dedication, honesty and
transparency from him. He taught
me to look at life creatively and
differently. Above all, he has been
my emotional anchor. When I was
over stressed with the initial
hiccups of setting up 'Sri Krishna
Sweets' in Chennai, he told me, "My
shoulders are always there for you.
If things do not go well, throw
everything and come to me'. Even
today these words of my brother
linger in me, giving me the impetus
tomoveon.”

Murali got married to Kala on April
20, 1988 and is blessed with two
daughters, Shruthi studying in the
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7th standard and Sneha studying in
the 4th standard. It is a very
affectionate family which has learnt
to cherish the good and adjust to the
limitations of each other. Speaking
of his wife, he said, “I am able to
take care of my business and the
society around me because I have
Kala to take care of me. She has
been so unconditional with me and
has accepted me as I am. She is
truly a blessing in my life. But for
her, l would notbe whatI am.”

The defining moment of Murali's
life - his shift and the launch 'Sri
Krishna Sweets' at Chennai -
happened in 1996. Speaking about
this transition, Murali said, “I am
first so grateful to the people of
Chennai, my customers, my well
wishers, my friends and relatives
who adopted me into Chennai with
so much love, affection and
encouragement. I came to Chennai
not to earn more but to achieve. Itis
such a great blessing to be born as a
human being and we would turn
this blessing into a curse if we do
not stamp our presence on this
planet. I want to play my part in
creating the next generation. [ want
to play my part in the renaissance of
our culture and tradition. Ibelieved
that Chennai could be that base
from which I could launch myself.”

Speaking about how he plans to
make an impact on this society,
Murali said, “My primary focus is
to kindle the feelings of patriotism
in children in the age group of 3 to
12.  We are distributing metallic
National Flags across schools, and
with the assistance of the
managements of those schools,

making it compulsory for children
to wear the National flag to school.
I organise a programme on All India
Radio every Sunday morning
through which the voices of great
Indian leaders are being heard.
While kindling love for the
motherland in children, I want to

“l see God as my
friend. I believe, fear
and doubt distances;
love and faith bridges.
I love my God and 1
know he loves me. My
faith in HIM is such, 1
believe, there is a
reason behind all that
He gives me. I have
learnt to look for the
good in everything that
is given to me.
Struggles are not God
given; it is man's
inability to understand
the reason behind
things that makes him
see it as a struggle.”

kindle love for our culture and
tradition in adolescents. The age
bracket of 13 to 20, with its many
chemical, biological, hormonal and
physiological changes, is truly a
traumatic phase for teenagers.
Most of them slip during this phase
because they do not have the needed
emotional and psychological

support. Through men of wisdom
and renowned speakers, I am
reaching out to colleges to make a
difference to these students by
instilling in them the value of our
culture and tradition. = While
enough materialistic support pours
into all destitute homes, I am
contributing by teaching various art
forms such as music and dance to
these children. I am also
attempting to develop herbal
gardens across the city which have
the capacity to draw negative
vibrations and emit positive
vibrations. In fact this New Year, I
planted a Neem sapling, protecting
it with a tree guard, outside every
VIP's house on my list. I wanttobe
a part of any function or programme
aligned to our culture and tradition
which focuses on building a better
tomorrow.”

Today 'Sri Krishna Sweets' from its
modest beginning has grown into a
multi-crore establishment with over
29 branches. 'Sri Krishna Sweets'
received the prestigious
'"Visvesvaraya Industrial Award' for
the year 2002 from the All India
Manufacturers' Organisation for its
excellence in performance as a
Corporate/Industrial house.
Thousands of customers walk in
every day and thousands of families
earn their bread from this 'Sweet
Revolution'.

Talking about his business, Murali
said, “My business is my penance.
I have merged with my products
and my products speak to me. I
experience a spiritual connectivity
with my products. My
commitment to quality is so high
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“In every human
being there are the
qualities of animal,

man and God... only
the proportions vary.
My continuous striving
is to increase the
manifestation of those
Godly qualities in me.

I am continuously

striving for purity of
thoughts and feelings.

I am striving to

become the person I
can always look up to.

I want to become so
pure that I am ready to
house God within me.”




